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BATON ROUGE, La – The Board of Regents recommended merging LSU-Shreveport with 

Louisiana Tech University as part of a study to be sent to the Legislature in response to a 

request from the Shreveport-Bossier region to assess and address unmet higher education 

needs.  

 

―I challenged each region of the state to bring Regents their dreams—bring us their plan for 

a brighter tomorrow.  Today, we had our first opportunity to hear from the Shreveport-

Bossier community,‖ said Commissioner of Higher Education Jim Purcell.  ―This is the first 

community to step forward and say, we want more, and I think we can all agree they deserve 

more.‖ 

 

The report, presented by Eva Klein and Associates, outlined several recommendations to 

better achieve a comprehensive, public four-year university for the Shreveport-Bossier re-

gion including:   

 Consolidating LSU-Shreveport and Louisiana Tech University into a single institution to 

be included in the University of Louisiana System with a Ruston campus and a Shreveport 

campus. 

 Seeking a transfer of LSU-S to the UL System if the merger is not approved by the  

      Legislature. 

 Combining the strengths of the LSU Health Sciences Center in Shreveport with LA Tech 

to accelerate strategic research and innovation.   

 Improving the delivery of degree programs to underserved populations and increasing 

baccalaureate completion rates. 

 Creating an aggressive communications plan to articulate the study’s findings and support 

its recommendations.  

 

―We believe this is an answer based on the merits, the data, and the aspirations of the peo-

ple of Shreveport-Bossier.  There is no benefit in a delay,‖ said Eva Klein.  ―Other states are 

going through similar discussions.  Georgia just approved four mergers and the issue of con-

solidations will get more attention as the need to synergize resources becomes more criti-

cal,‖ said Klein.  

 

―Higher education matters in our community and it is the key to the economic development 

of our region.  This report involves bold change and out of the gate there is more support 

for this study than I’ve ever seen in our region including the backing of the Shreveport 

Chamber of Commerce, the Bossier Chamber of Commerce, the Committee of 100 and the 

Community Foundation of North Louisiana,‖ said Phillip Rozeman of the Shreveport Bossier 

Imperative for Higher Education.  ―There is a lot of work ahead of us and I can tell you as a 

cardiologist, treating a heart attack is easier than creating this kind of important change.‖  
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P A G E  2  

Regents Highlights 
The Board of Regents approved a response to Act 419 of the 2011 Legislative 
Session concerning collaboration among New Orleans’ public higher education 
institutions and heard from new UNO Chancellor Peter Fos.  
 
The Board of Regents approved a GRAD Act Intervention Process for  
institutions that fail to meet their GRAD Act targets.  
 
The Board of Regents approved a new GRAD Act Performance Agreement be-
tween the University of New Orleans (UNO) and the University of Louisiana Sys-
tem as a result of the transfer of UNO in the UL System.  
 
The Board of Regents approved role, scope and mission statements to be  
included in its Master Plan and response to House Concurrent Resolution 30.  
 
The Board of Regents approved the following initial licenses/license approvals: 

 Compass Career College 

 The School of Urban Missions: Bible College and Theological Seminary 

 The University of Saint Francis 

 Northern Kentucky University 

 Southwest University 

 University of South Alabama 
 
The Board of Regents reauthorized the following previously approved research 
unit: 

 University of New Orleans-Hospitality Research Center 
 
The Board of Regents conditionally approved the following new academic  
programs: 

 Northwestern State University-Master of Science in Homeland Security 

 Baton Rouge Community College-Associate of Applied Science in  
       Diagnostic Sonography 

 South Central LA Technical College-Associate of Applied Science in Marine 
Transportation 

 
The Board of Regents directed staff not to act on any program requests until 
past due reports are completed by affected campuses and accepted.   
 
The Board of Regents approved the Master Plan format for campus STEM  
Research Priorities Reports 
 
The Board of Regents named Dr. Larry Tremblay as the Deputy Commissioner 
for the newly consolidated Division of Academics, Planning and Research.  
 
The Board of Regents approved supporting the following legislative proposals in 
addition to the Governance Commission recommendations:  

 Changes to LUMCON governance structure 

 Shreveport-Bossier institutional alignment 

 Increase to licensure fee under R.S. 17:1808 

 HB1 amendments 

 Fiscal notes for study resolutions 
 
The Board of Regents gave Commissioner of Higher Education Jim Purcell 
authority to act on its behalf during the 2012 Legislative Session as is common 
practice.  
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―Today’s action has the ability to impact the Shreveport-Bossier region in an incredibly posi-

tive manner especially since it was a home-grown solution brought forth by members of the 

education, business and civic community,‖ said Board of Regents Chairman Bob Levy.   

 
―These communities are desperate to hook their wagon to a different pony,‖ said Regent 

Chris Gorman.  ―There is great consensus building for this kind of change and I appreciate the 

work that has been done in advance of today’s report and recommendations.‖  

 

For a merger of higher education institutions to occur, the Louisiana Constitution requires 

the Board of Regents study the issue and report its findings and recommendations to the leg-

islature.  Today’s action triggers the ability for a  bill to be filed.  Any legislation must achieve 

an affirmative vote of  2/3 of the members the legislature to pass. 

 

―Governance is tough,‖ said Representative Thomas Carmody of Shreveport.  ―In education 

we need to look for regional solutions. No one would create the system we have, so we must 

look for a better ways to move forward. My allegiance today is with Shreveport and I look for 

you to work with me to improve the conditions of our community.  Yes, there is a lot of 

anxiety, but give me the facts and let me try to discern what’s in the best interest of the entire 

state.‖   
 

 

 

Conference of Louisiana’s Colleges and Universities: Wednesday, February 

29, 2012, Lod Cook Conference Center 

 

Adult Learner Summit 2012: Thursday, March 1, 2012, C.B. Pennington 

Junior Building 

 

UPCOMING REGENTS MEETINGS: 

 

February 23-24 

 

March 21-22 

 

April 25-26 

Regents’ Calendar 


